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PREPARATIONS FOR THE THIRTY-THIRD ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES
OF THE CIM
(Item 7 on the agenda)


This document contains a summary of the preliminary tasks to be carried out in preparation for the Thirty-Third Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women, taking into consideration the provisions of the Statute and the Regulations of the CIM, as well as provisions set forth in the agreement between the Secretary General of the OAS and the Commission.

1.
Date

Article 9 of the Statute states that the Commission shall hold regular Assemblies every two years and Special Assemblies on the dates and under the conditions set forth in the Regulations.  The regular assemblies shall be held no later than 90 days after the expiration of the two-year period following the previous regular assembly.


The Thirty-Second Assembly of Delegates adopted resolution CIM/RES. 235(XXXI-O/04), stating that the Thirty-Third Assembly would be held in November 2006, in El Salvador.

Article 13, of the CIM Regulations, states that the exact dates of the Assembly shall be determined by the Executive Committee, in consultation with the government of the host country, and with the Secretary General of the Organization of American States.

2.
Convocation

Article 10 of the Statute states that, at the request of the President, the Executive Committee, a majority of the delegates, or the Secretary General of the Organization of American States shall, with advance notice, ask that the governments send their delegations to the Regular and Special Assemblies, indicating that only the principal or alternate delegates to the Inter-American Commission of Women are entitled to vote in the Assemblies.


Once the Executive Committee has approved the draft agenda for the Thirty-third Assembly of Delegates, the Secretary General will be asked to send out the letters of convocation.

3.
Venue

Article 11 of the Statute establishes that the site of the Assemblies of the Commission shall be set by the Assemblies themselves or, failing that, by the Executive Committee.  The meeting place shall rotate among the countries represented on the Commission, on the invitation of the governments.  Should such an invitation not be issued, the Assembly is held at the headquarters of the Commission.


The Thirty-second Assembly of Delegates of the CIM adopted resolution CIM/RES. 235 (XXXI-O/04), stating that the Thirty-second Assembly would be held in El Salvador in November 2006.


It also instructed the Executive Committee to take the necessary steps so that the Thirty-Third Assembly would conclude within three days and would adopt the same format and structure as the Thirty-First Assembly of Delegates.

4.
Draft Agenda

Pursuant to Article 21.c of the Statute, the President of the Commission is to submit the preliminary draft agenda for the Assembly for approval by the Executive Committee.


Article 67.d of the Regulations indicates that the Executive Secretary should prepare the preliminary draft agenda for each assembly sufficiently in advance, in accordance with the instructions received from the President and with the provisions of Chapter IV (Agenda) of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly of Delegates of the CIM, and submit it in due course to the Executive Committee for consideration.


Article 22 of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly of Delegates stipulates that, taking into account the topics proposed by the governments of the member states and the preliminary draft prepared by the Permanent Secretariat, the Executive Committee shall prepare a draft agenda for each Assembly and submit it to the governments and delegates for consideration at least three months before the opening of the assembly, setting a deadline of 30 days presentation of observations.  On the basis of these observations, the Executive Committee is to prepare the final draft agenda, present it to the governments of the member states 45 days before the opening of the Assembly, and send it to the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States for its information.


The following items are included on the agenda of each regular assembly, pursuant to Article 24 of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly of Delegates:

a.
Consideration of the report of the President and of the Executive Committee;
b.
Election of the President and Vice President of the Commission;
c.
Election of the five member states that will form the Executive Committee;
d.
Adoption of the biennial work program – Program Guidelines; and
e. Selection of a venue and date for the next Regular Assembly. 

In addition, the following items are customarily included on the agenda of the regular assemblies:

· Reports of the delegates;

· Reports of the specialized agencies of the Inter-American system and the United Nations on policies and programs to improve the status of women and their incorporation into the development process;

· Relations with other inter-American organizations; and

· Study of amendments proposed by the previous assembly of delegates to the Statute and Regulations of the CIM and to the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly of Delegates.

Dialogue of Heads of Delegation


In accordance with the mandates of the Thirty-first Assembly of Delegates, a Dialogue of Heads of Delegations is to be held.  The following possible topics were placed on the draft agenda:


*
Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality.
*
Outcomes of the Fourth Summit of the Americas – Follow-up Strategies.
*
Women and Human Rights – The Gender Aspect of Violence and HIV-AIDS. 
*
Strategic Plan of Action of the CIM.

Pursuant to Article 22 of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly of Delegates, the Permanent Secretariat prepared a preliminary draft agenda, which will be presented to the Second Ordinary Session of Executive Committee for its review and approval.  This draft agenda will be submitted to the governments and principal delegates for their consideration and comments.  The Executive Committee, at its Third Regular Meeting, scheduled for April 2006, will consider the suggestions received and approve the final draft agenda for the Thirty-Third Assembly of Delegates (October, 2006).


The Executive Committee will submit this final draft agenda to the governments of the member states 45 days prior to the opening of the Assembly and forward it to the Permanent Council of the Organization for its information.


The draft agenda, to be considered by the Executive Committee at its Second Regular meeting, is published in document CIM/CD.doc.20/05.
5.
Request for Candidacies for the 2006-2008 Term

a.
President


Articles 14 and 15 of the Statute state that the Commission shall elect its President from among the Principal Delegates of the member states that are members of the Commission, taking into account equitable geographic distribution.  The election shall be held at the Regular Assembly held in the year in which the President's term of office expires or at a Special Assembly convened for that purpose.


Article 22 of the CIM Regulations stipulates that, 10 months before the Assembly in which the election is to take place, the President shall send a communication to the governments of the eligible member states inquiring whether their delegates will be candidates,.  The list of candidates resulting from this inquiry shall be made known to the Delegates of the corresponding countries and shall be distributed among the Delegates to the Assembly before the second plenary session, at the latest.


b.
Vice President

Article 18 of the Statute indicates that the Vice President shall be elected at the same Assembly at which the President of the Commission is elected, in the same manner and for the same term.


c.
Executive Committee


Article 22 of the Statute states that the Executive Committee shall be comprised of the President, the Vice President, and the Principal or Alternate Delegates of the five countries elected.


In accordance with these mandates, and taking into consideration the proposed date for the holding of the Thirty-Third Assembly, the President of the Commission will address the governments of the member states concerning the presentation of candidacies for the elective positions for the 2006-2008 term.  The document on eligibility for elective positions is attached as Appendix I.

6.
Coordination with the General Secretariat of the OAS

The date, venue, and draft agenda should be coordinated with the OAS General Secretariat, in accordance with Article 8 of the agreement signed by the Secretary General of the OAS and the President of the CIM, which states that the Commission shall inform the Organization of the dates of the conferences and meetings "...it proposes to hold, including those of its assembly, and of the respective draft agendas, so that the appropriate organ of the Organization may make the necessary observations regarding coordination of these dates and agendas with those of other conferences and meetings."


Article 9 of the same agreement states that, "the General Assembly, the Councils of the Organization and the Commission may make recommendations to each other for the inclusion of topics on the agendas of their respective conferences and meetings."
7.
Documentation

The Permanent Secretariat will prepare the documents for consideration by the Thirty-Third Assembly of Delegates.  In keeping with the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly of Delegates, the documentation shall be prepared in the four official languages of the Organization.

APPENDIX I

ELIGIBILITY FOR THE OFFICES OF PRESIDENT, VICE PRESIDENT,
AND MEMBER COUNTRIES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

FOR THE PERIOD FROM 1949 TO 2006
PRESIDENT
/

Until the beginning of the second plenary session of the Thirteenth Assembly of the Inter-American Commission of Women (1959), during which the new officers were to be elected, no candidate had been proposed for president of the Commission.  This was interpreted as a tacit waiver by all members of the Commission to exercise their right.  Consequently, the Assembly, in its resolution 1, terminated the rotating cycle referred to in Article 17 of the Organic Statute (1954) and resolved to elect a president for the 1959-1961 term from among the delegates that made up the Commission.

1959-1961
Licda. Graciela Quan Valenzuela (Guatemala)

1961-1963
Dr. Gabriela Peláez Echeverri (Colombia)

1963-1965
/
Ambassador Carmen Natalia Martínez Bonilla (Dominican Republic)

1966-1968
Ambassador Margarita de Macaya (Costa Rica)

1968-1970
Ms. Piedad de Suro (Ecuador)

1970-1972
Dr. Gabriela Araníbar Fernández Dávila (Peru)

1972-1974
Professor Otilia Arosemena de Tejeira (Panama)

1974-1976
Ambassador Isabel Arrúa Vallejo (Paraguay)

1976-1978
Licda. Gabriela Touchard López (Bolivia)

1978-1980
Ms. Carmen Delgado Votaw (United States)

1980-1982
Dr. Julieta Jardí de Morales Macedo (Uruguay)

1982-1984
Dr. Isolda Heredia de Salvatierra (Venezuela)

1984-1986
Honorable Princess Lawes (Jamaica)

1986-1988
Ambassador Sara Navas de Siefer (Chile)

1988-1990
Licda. Milagro Azcúnaga de Meléndez (El Salvador)

1990-1992
Senator Maizie Barker-Welch (Barbados)


1992-1994
Ambassador Zelmira Mireya Regazzoli (Argentina)


1994-1996
Ambassador Dilma Quezada Martínez (Honduras)

1996-1998
Honorable Lorraine Williams
/ (Saint Lucia)



Dr. Cristina Muñoz (Paraguay)
/
1998-2000 Lic. Dulce María Sauri Riancho (Mexico)

2000-2002
Hon. Indranie Chandarpal (Guyana)

2002-2004
Yadira Henríquez (Dominican Republic)
2004-2006
Nilcéa Freire (Brazil)
VICE PRESIDENT


Since the rotating cycle for the office of vice president was established by the Organic Statute adopted at the Tenth Inter-American Conference, held in Caracas, Venezuela, in 1954, the following delegates have held this post:

1957-1959
Ms. Frances Marron Lee (United States)

1959-1961
Ms. Patricia Morgan (Chile)

1961-1963
Dr. Clarisa Sanoja de Ochoa (Venezuela)

1963-l965
Ms. Margarita de Macaya (Costa Rica)

1966-1968
Ms. Matilde C. de Busch (Bolivia)

1968-1970
Dr. María Luisa Soto de Bertrand (Honduras)

1970-1971
Dr. Olga Núñez de Saballos (Nicaragua)

1971-1972
/
Dr. Alicia Chacín Lander (Venezuela)

1972-1974
Licda. María Lavalle Urbina (Mexico)

1974-1976
Dr. Rita Z. Johnston (United States)

1976-1978
Dr. Amelia Borges de Sotomayor (Nicaragua)

1978-1980
Ms. Marie Carmel Lafontant (Haiti)

1980-1982
Ambassador Magda Mejía de Marrero (Dominican Republic)

1982-1984
Dr. Luzmila Rodríguez de Troya (Ecuador)

1984-1986
Dr. Aura L. de Russo (Panama)

1986-1988
Honorable Maizie Barker-Welch (Barbados)

1988-1990
/
Honorable Constance V. Mitcham (Saint Kitts and Nevis)

1990-1992
Dr. Zelmira Mireya Regazzoli (Argentina)

1992-1994
Honorable Joan Yuille-Williams (Trinidad and Tobago)

1994-1996
Dr. Miriam Schenone Ordinola (Peru)

1996-1998
Dr. Cristina Muñoz (Paraguay)
/


Dr. Araceli Conde de Paiz (Guatemala)

1998-2000 Honorable Indranie Chandarpal (Guyana)

2000-2002
Nora Uribe Trujillo (Venezuela)

2002-2004
Florence Ievers (Canada)
2004-2006
María José Argaña (Paraguay)
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:  1949 - 2006
1949-1951
Argentina



Dominican Republic



Peru



United States

1951-1953
Chile



El Salvador



Paraguay



Venezuela

1953-1955
Colombia



Ecuador



Panama



Uruguay

1955-1957
Brazil



Cuba



Guatemala



Honduras

1957-1959
Costa Rica



Ecuador



Haiti



Nicaragua

1959-1961
Paraguay



Peru



United States





Uruguay

1961-1963
Argentina



Bolivia



Brazil



Guatemala

1963-1966
/
Chile



Ecuador



Panama



Paraguay



United States

1966-1968
Brazil



Dominican Republic



Peru



Uruguay

1968-1970
Bolivia



Colombia



Chile



United States

1970-1972
/
Ecuador



Dominican Republic



Honduras



Panama



United States



Venezuela

1972-1974
Argentina



Colombia



Guatemala



Haiti



Nicaragua



Uruguay

1974-1976
Argentina



Costa Rica



Chile



Honduras



Trinidad and Tobago



Venezuela

1976-1978
Barbados



Brazil



Colombia



Ecuador



United States



Uruguay

1978-1980
Argentina



Bolivia



Costa Rica



Jamaica



Mexico



Peru

1980-1982
Colombia



Chile



Dominican Republic



Grenada



United States



Venezuela

1982-1984
Argentina



Dominica



El Salvador



Haiti



Panama



Uruguay

1984-1986
Barbados



Chile



Costa Rica



Ecuador



Honduras



United States

1986-1988
Argentina



Colombia



Guatemala



St. Kitts and Nevis



Uruguay



Venezuela

1988-1990
/
Antigua and Barbuda


Costa Rica


Paraguay


Peru


United States

1990-1992
Chile


Paraguay


St. Vincent and the Grenadines


Trinidad and Tobago


Venezuela

1992-1994
Bahamas


Canada


Dominica


Guatemala


Peru

1994-1996
Brazil


Dominican Republic


Ecuador


United States


Uruguay

1996-1998
Guatemala


Guyana


Panama


Mexico 


Venezuela 

1998-2000
Argentina


Colombia


United States


Jamaica


Paraguay

2000-2002
Canada


Dominican Republic


El Salvador


Honduras


Uruguay

2002-2004
United States


Guatemala


Nicaragua


Paraguay


Venezuela
2004-2006
Argentina


Canadá


Chile


México


Suriname
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�.	Governed by the principle of rotation.  


�.	Owing to unavoidable circumstances, the holding of the Fourteenth Assembly was postponed.  Given the impossibility of holding a Special Assembly before June 18, 1965–on which date the mandate of those officers elected for the 1963-1965 term would expire–the CIM Executive Committee, meeting on May 18, 1965, decided to request the American governments, by way of exception, to approve an extension of the mandates of those officers, until they could proceed with the election of new officers at a Special Assembly.


On November 1, 1965, Ambassador Martínez Bonilla resigned as President.  In accordance with statutory provisions, Ms. Margarita de Macaya, then Vice President of the CIM, assumed the presidency on November 12, 1965.


�.	The Honorable Lorraine Williams resigned her position in November 1997.


�.	By virtue of the resignation of the Honorable Lorraine Williams, Dr. Cristina Muñoz (Paraguay) became President.


�.	Due to the death of Dr. Olga Núñez de Saballos, the Executive Committee, on October 8, l971, during its fourth regular meeting, elected the Representative of Venezuela to said Committee, Dr. Alicia Chacín Lander, to serve as Vice President of the CIM.


�.	Article 21 of the Statute of CIM, approved by the Twenty-third Assembly of Delegates in l986, establishes that, beginning in l988, the Executive Committee shall be composed of “the President, the Vice President, and the Principal or Alternate Delegates of the five elected countries.”


�.	Because of the resignation of the Honorable Lorraine Williams (Saint Lucia), Dr. Cristina Muñoz (Paraguay) became President.  At its fourth regular meeting, held on February 20, 1998, the Executive Committee elected Dr. Araceli Conde de Paiz (Guatemala), a member of the Executive Committee, to serve as Vice President. 


�.	The Third Special Assembly of the Commission, held in 1963, elected the following countries to the Executive Committee for 1963-1965: Chile, Panama, and the United States of America.  During the twelfth plenary session, in view of the fact that neither of two aspiring countries–Ecuador and Paraguay–could obtain the absolute majority of votes required, the Assembly, in accordance with statutory provisions, agreed unanimously that each country would serve on the Executive Committee for a period of one year, the first year corresponding to Ecuador.


�.	Article 21 of the Organic Statute of the Commission, approved in 1968, and established that the Executive Committee shall be composed of “the President and the representatives of the six elected countries.”


�.	Article 21 of the CIM Statute, adopted at the Twenty-third Assembly of Delegates in 1986, established that the Executive Committee shall be composed of "the President and the representatives of the six elected countries.”
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