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The Opening Session of the Second Regular Session of the Executive Committee 2004-2006, took place at 9:00 a.m. The Executive Secretary welcomed the participants.  Following this, Ambassador Izben C. Williams, Permanent Representative of St. Kitts and Nevis to the OAS and President of the Permanent Council, and CIM President, Dr. Nilcéa Freire addressed the audience. In her speech, the CIM President emphasized the need for CIM to include the impact of HIV/AIDS on women in the hemisphere in its work program. The speeches are published in documents CIM/CD/doc.28/05 and CIM/CD/doc.29/05, respectively. 


Following the opening session and a brief recess, the President submitted the draft agenda (CIM/CD/doc.16/05) and the draft Calendar of Activities (CIM/CD/doc.27/05) for consideration, both of which were approved without modification. 
1. Adoption of the Minutes from the First Session
The President submitted the (Draft) Summary Minutes of the First Regular Session of the Executive Committee (CIM/CD/doc.15/05) for the participants’ consideration.  Upon receiving no observations, the President declared them adopted (Agreement No. 1).
2. Report of the Activities of the President and the Permanent Secretariat of CIM
The Executive Secretary presented the report on CIM’s activities since the Executive Committee’s first meeting, which is published as document CIM/CD/doc.17/05, and concluded by underscoring that CIM will not be in a position to fulfill its mandates if it does not receive adequate funding.  
3. Elimination of Violence against Women:

a.
Implementation of the Follow-up Mechanism of the Convention of Belém do Pará (MESECVI).  Meeting of the Committee of Experts (CEVI)

The President of CIM ceded the floor to Mrs. Leila Barsted, Coordinator of the Committee of Experts of MESECVI (CEVI), who had been invited to participate in the session.  Mrs. Barsted offered a detailed account of CEVI’s and the Secretariat’s work since the Conference of States Party.  She highlighted in particular the work accomplished at the CEVI meeting held in August 2005. In this context, she mentioned the documents adopted on that occasion: agenda, rules of procedure, questionnaire to be sent to the Governments, work calendar and methodology (document CIM/CD/doc.21/05 includes an annex of the approved documents).  She added that, to date, the Governments had appointed 25 experts and 24 Competent National Authorities who will serve as liaisons with the CEVI Secretariat. 
The Delegates expressed their satisfaction with the work undertaken in the implementation of MESECVI. They were interested in deepening the relationship between CIM, CEVI, and the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW).  To this end, they adopted Agreement No. 2 requesting that the Executive Secretariat take the necessary steps to coordinate a meeting between the Coordinator of CEVI and the Chairperson of CEDAW to explore possibilities for inter-institutional collaboration on MESECVI and other areas of common interest.  The agreement also invites the Permanent Secretariat to arrange for the president of CIM and the coordinator of CEVI to offer a presentation on MESECVI at the next Session of the Commission on the Status of Women of the United Nations. 
Numerous delegations expressed their concern over the deadline to respond to the questionnaire on implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará. In this regard, the delegates from Brazil, Guatemala, Nicaragua, and Venezuela broached the possibility of requesting an extension of time to respond to the questionnaire.  As a result, Agreement No. 3 was adopted asking the President to send a proposal to the Coordinator of CEVI to extend   the deadline for turning in government responses to the questionnaire until February 15th. 
b.
Regional Campaign against Violence: “16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence”
The president recognized Dr. Marijke Velzeboer-Salcedo, Chief of UNIFEM’s Latin America and Caribbean Unit, who discussed the regional campaign against violence: “16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence,” in which CIM and UNIFEM were involved. Dr. Velzeboer-Salcedo shared the campaign publicity spots with meeting participants.  Copies of the materials produced for that occasion were also distributed. 
Subsequently, Dr. Elsa Gómez of the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) described their technical cooperation efforts to prevent, address, and eradicate violence against women. Her presentation focused on four specific topics: technical cooperation areas, the integrated intervention model, strategic action lines, and short term challenges. Regarding the latter, she placed primary emphasis on the need to ensure access to methods of HIV/AIDS prevention and access to treatment for women affected by sexual violence.

This led to a lengthy exchange of ideas on the subject of gender-based violence and HIV/AIDS. The delegates concurred on the importance of reflecting together on this subject, addressing it in an integral manner, and continuing to work closely with other agencies. The President asserted that rather than duplicate the topics being addressed by other entities, they should conduct an analysis of prevention campaigns and their impact. 

4 
Fighting against the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents and Children: Update on CIM Activities  
The President ceded the floor to Mrs. Laura Langberg, CIM specialist on trafficking in persons, who gave a presentation on CIM’s activities in this area (CIM/CD/doc.24/05). 
She highlighted the activities carried out in Mexico where, following a series of training and awareness seminars, a trafficking prevention campaign had been launched. She also mentioned that a manual on trafficking in persons was to be published shortly, the result of a joint effort by CIM, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the Women’s Institute of Mexico.

She continued with a discussion of the work taking place in Bolivia, in conjunction with the IOM.  Nine training seminars have been offered in La Paz, Cochabamba, and Trinidad. The first campaign for the prevention of trafficking in women and children was launched in October 2005, including posters, radio spots, and televised public service announcements. 
The delegations congratulated the CIM on its efforts. They pointed out the growing importance of this topic on national agendas and the progress made in their countries in the fight against trafficking. Finally, some delegates mentioned the preparations underway for the Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons to be held in February 2006 on Isla Margarita, Venezuela. The Executive Secretary reminded the participants that the Permanent Council of the OAS and the Government of Venezuela are convening this meeting. She explained that, although CIM is providing technical assistance upon request, it is not responsible for the preparations.  She urged the delegates to request that their governments include them in the national delegations that will attend the meeting. 
The President stated that she had originally proposed the idea of the CIM convening a seminar in Brazil on trafficking in persons involving the participation of destination countries. However, since preparations for the meeting in Margarita were underway, efforts should be made to ensure that the gender perspective is included at that event. 
5.
Fourth Summit of the Americas

Moving to the fifth point on the agenda, the president ceded the floor to Mrs. María Fernanda Trigo, an official of the OAS Summit Office, for a presentation on the outcomes of the Fourth Summit of the Americas.  Mrs. Trigo discussed the contents of the Declaration and Plan of Action of the Fourth Summit, emphasizing the commitments of the member states with regard to women’s human rights and gender equity and equality, which include: 1) To eliminate discrimination against women at work through, the implementation of policies that will increase women’s access to decent, dignified, and productive work, 2) To ensure equal access for men and women to the benefits of social protection and ensure attention to gender issues in labor and social policies, 3) To implement policies that provide equal pay for equal work and 4) To criminalize migrant smuggling and trafficking in persons. The CIM was given the mandate to cooperate with the ILO, and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), to strengthen, national capacities to produce statistics particularly focused on labor matters broken down by gender and race.  She also informed that most countries had included the issue of gender equity in their national reports. Document CIM/CD/doc.25/05 was distributed to the participants, with the texts of the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata.
The Delegates thanked Mrs. Trigo for the presentation and expressed that the CIM should follow up to ensure that the commitments of the Summit were fulfilled.  
6.
Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality 
The president offered the floor to the Executive Secretary who discussed the CIDA/OAS Project on gender mainstreaming within the OAS (CIM/CD/doc.22/05). She mentioned that in view of the success of phase I of the project, the Government of Canada is providing funding for additional training courses.  The coordination meeting for phase II was held on October 24 and attended by representatives from CICAD, the Office of Human Resource Services, the Office of Education, the Office of Public Information, and the Office for the Prevention and Resolution of Conflicts of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs. A briefing with Office Directors has been scheduled, as have additional training courses to be held in January, February, and March 2006. 

The President then referred to the First Training Course on Gender, Conflict, and Peace Building: Andean Region, a joint initiative of the CIM, the Department of Political and Democratic Affairs and the Initiative for Inclusive Security Program (formerly Inclusive Security: Women Waging Peace) of Hunt Alternatives Fund.  Its final report is published in CIM/CD/doc.23/05
This course itself was held on October 3 - 7, 2005, in Lima, Peru, and was attended by 30 women and men from five countries in the sub-region representing the civil society, governmental, academic, and security sectors. Among the follow-up activities carried out to date, the participants established the Andean Peace Builders Network, redpazandina@yahoo.com, and the group from Colombia has twice replicated the same course in country. The President then welcomed Ambassador Esteban Tomic, Permanent Representative of Chile to the OAS and President of the Commission on Hemispheric Security; Ambassador Harriet Babbitt, Senior Vice President of the Initiative for Inclusive Security and Ambassador Victor Rico, Director of the Office for the Prevention and Resolution of Conflicts.  Together with the Executive Secretary, they participated on a panel to discuss the results of the joint project. 
The remarks of the invited speakers sparked a discussion on the importance of the concept of human security.  Ambassador Tomic expressed that from the point of view of multidimensional hemispheric security, the integration of a gender perspective and women’s active participation was crucial not only for the issue of peace and security, but also with regard to new nontraditional threats, which include political, economic, social, health and environmental aspects such as extreme poverty, social exclusion, natural and man-made disasters, HIV/AIDS, environmental degradation and trafficking in persons. The Principal Delegate of Ecuador suggested that the concept of geopolitical security be transformed into one of human security.  Guatemala, for its part, felt that a comprehensive approach should be used to address women’s vulnerabilities. 
7 
Preparations for the Thirty-third Assembly of CIM Delegates:

To open the discussion of the seventh point on the agenda, the president presented the Draft Agenda for the Thirty-third Assembly of CIM Delegates (CIM/CD/doc.20/05). She underscored the importance of including the topic of the gender-related aspect of violence and of HIV/AIDS on the agenda. 
Following that, the Permanent Delegate from El Salvador ratified her government’s offer to host the next Assembly and invited all of the delegates to attend. She asked that the agenda include the topic of women and their influence on multidimensional security, including public security and human security, with particular emphasis on migrant women.   

The delegations thanked the Government of El Salvador for its generous invitation. 
The delegation from Trinidad and Tobago proposed the addition of “women and natural disasters” to the agenda.  The delegate from Mexico raised the need to include strategies for Follow-up of the Summit of the Americas, a discussion of the AIDS issue, women’s political rights, and gender-based violence in the Biennial Work Plan. She also suggested that it would be useful for the Committee to consider amending the CIM Statutes at the next Assembly of Delegates.  Accordingly, Agreement No. 6 was adopted, requesting that the Executive Secretary   send a note to the Permanent Delegates asking that they submit proposals on modifying and updating  CIM’s legal instruments, for consideration at the Assembly of Delegates. 

The representative from the Dominican Republic suggested that only two priority topics be considered in the Dialogue of Heads of Delegation, a motion that was seconded by the Delegate from El Salvador. The Delegate from Canada requested that they be given more time to submit their comments. 
In order to provide an opportunity for all of the delegates to voice their opinions on the matter, Agreement No. 5 was adopted requesting that the Executive Secretary initiate the consultation process with delegates and governments on the agenda for the Thirty-third Assembly of the CIM, pursuant to document CIM/CD/doc.20/05rev.1, which includes the proposals made during the session. 
8.
Budget Execution as of November 30, 2005

CIM’s budget officer explained how CIM’s resources had been used.  The Budget Execution as of March 31, 2005 included in document CIM/CD/doc.10/05 was submitted for consideration and approved (Agreement No. 7).  

9.
Other business
a)
Assistant Secretary General
The Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, Ambassador Albert Ramdin, was invited to participate in the meeting. Ambassador Ramdin made a brief presentation asserting that gender is a crosscutting issue and one that is extremely important in the priority areas of the OAS: democracy, development, multidimensional security, and human rights. He said that his office was particularly interested in HIV/AIDS, the Follow-up Mechanism of Belém do Pará, trafficking in persons, and natural disasters and their impact on women. He also assured the participants that while the OAS restructuring was not quite complete, he was in a position to assure CIM that it would continue to form part of the specialized entities under his area and that it would not lose its current hierarchical standing.  

The president of CIM and the delegates took the opportunity to apprise him of the need to improve funding for CIM so that it could continue furthering its objectives, and to request his support for this. 

b)
Andean Commission of Jurists (ACJ)

Drs. Cecilia Beltrán and Sheila Jacay gave a presentation on behalf of the Andean Commission of Jurists (ACJ). They discussed a number of activities that the Commission has undertaken for the production and dissemination of knowledge. They stressed the work on women’s issues in the Human Rights Area, such as violence against women and legal protection for women. The delegates thanked them for their presentation. 

The closing session was at 5:30 p.m. on April 9.

AGREEMENTS ADOPTED
Agreement No. 1
Approve the Summary Minutes of the First Regular Session of the Executive Committee contained in document CIM/CD/doc.15/05.

Agreement No. 2
With respect to the implementation of the MESECVI:



Request that the Executive Secretariat arrange for the President of CIM and the Coordinator of CEVI to make a presentation on MESECVI at the next Session of the United Nations Commission on the Economic and Social Condition of Women  (February 27 – March 10, 2006).


Request that the Permanent Secretariat coordinate a meeting between the Coordinator of CEVI and the Chairperson of CEDAW, to explore the possibilities for inter-institutional collaboration on the MESECVI and other areas of common interest.
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Agreement No. 3
Request that the president forward to the Coordinator of CEVI a proposal to extend until February 15 the deadline for turning in the government responses to the questionnaire.

Agreement No. 4
Request that the President urge all delegates to promote CIM’s involvement in sub-regional intergovernmental entities working on women’s issues, such as REM, COMCA, and CARICOM.

Agreement No. 5
Request that the Executive Secretary initiate the consultation process with delegates and governments on the agenda for the Thirty-third Assembly of the CIM, pursuant to document CIM/CD/doc.20/05rev.1, which includes the proposals made during this session. 
Agreement No. 6
Request that, for the purpose of submitting a proposal to review and update CIM’s legal instruments to the Assembly of Delegates, the Executive Secretary send a note to the Permanent Delegates asking that they comment on the matter and propose, where appropriate, concrete language for the articles that, in their opinion, should be amended. 

Agreement No. 7
Approve the Budget Execution as of November 30, 2005, found in document CIM/CD/doc.26/05.
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